The elimination of the terms "gram positive, negative, and variable" and their replacement by the terms "Gram reaction positive, negative, and variable" and "Gram type positive, negative, and zero" are proposed. This action would permit a distinction between the reporting of the results of the Gram staining reaction and the placing of the bacteria into general taxonomic groups.
One method commonly used to classify bacteria is to place them in the general categories "gram positive" and "gram negative." However, these terms do not clearly indicate whether the results of the Gram staining reaction or the classification into distinct taxonomic groups is meant. The well-known basic differences between gram-positive and gram-negative bacteria, here used as a taxonomic term, need not be discussed here (see reference 3).
Due to their equivocal nature, I suggest replacement of the short terms gram positive and gram negative by the terms "Gram reaction positive, negative, and variable" and "Gram type positive, negative, and zero." The fust term would serve only to describe the results of the Gram staining reaction, whereas the second term would be used to indicate the classification of bacteria into taxonomically relevant groups. The group "Archaebacterium," recently introduced by Woese and Fox (6), could be described by the t e r n Gram type zero, indicating that this group has a cell wall chemotype totally different from that of other bacteria, i.e., it lacks the typical peptidoglycan layers. 
